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['paBens 1: Bubau. 3axwumaii ropiniHiid HaIIpsIMOK.
Maemo 37 3HakiB y ckopoueHomy Ta 123 3Haku y MOBHOMY MOBIIOMIIEHHSX. |

’KOJTHOI BTpaTu ceHcy. ToOTo Taki CKOPOUYCHHS JOIIbHI Ta JyKe ¢(hCKTUBHI.
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RESHYTKO A.
(Sumy State University)

APPROACHES IN DISCOURSE RESEARCH

At the present stage of linguistics development, there are many approaches in
discourse analysis and allocation of various types. However, all the various points of
view have something in common — they all consider human behavior as speech
activity [[IleBuenko 2005, c. 288].

The modern scientists are significantly enriched publications on the theory of
discourse and the study of its separate aspects. The researchers clected different
approaches — historical, philosophical, logical, psychological, sociological, cognitive,
semiotic, cultural, linguistic, sometimes combining some of them. This gives grounds
to speak about occurrence of independent lines of research — theory of discourse,
which 1s a complex and heterogeneous discipline that has emerged at the intersection
of linguistics, sociology of knowledge, cognitive anthropology and modern critical
studies of culture [bopOoTbko 1989, c. 11]

The discourse should be explored in a pragmatic-situational, mental and other

contexts. Pragmatic-situational aspect of this study is to clarify the coherence of the
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discourse, its communicative adequacy, the mental aspect involves the study of the
influence of ethnographic, socio-cultural and psychological conditions for generating
strategies and understanding of the discourses in the "live broadcasting" [LLleBucHKO
2005, c. 87]

At the present stage of linguistics development there is no consensus what
discourse 1is considered to be. So, W. Palak notes that discourse is "a unit of a higher
level than the text ... the product of speech" [bop6otrsko 1989, c. 244]. If V. M.
Morokhovsky defines discourse as "a sequence of interrelated statements"
[[ITeBuenko 2005, c. 5], V. A. Svega understands discourse as "two or more sentences
that are connected in the process of communication" [Impuenko 2002, c. 170]. It is
also the definition given by V. Koch. His theory that discourse is any text (or part of
the text), which has characteristics the same as specific motif" [IIIleBuenko 2005, c.
163]. There are other definitions of discourse. Discourse is the text, but one which
consists of communicative units of language — sentences and their associations in a
larger unity, which is in continuous communication of meaning, which allows to
perceive it as a single entity. V. G. Borbotko emphasizes the fact that the text as
linguistic material is not always a coherent speech, i.e. discourse. Text is more
general concept than discourse. Discourse is always a text, but not every text is a
discourse [bop6oThko 1989, c. 81].

Today, the language functioning is considered as a kind of cognitive activity,
and cognitive mechanisms and structures of human consciousness are explored
through linguistic phenomena. The change of scientific paradigm made it necessary
to analyze linguistic phenomena not only in communication but also in the cognitive
aspect. Therefore, the main task of linguistic discourse analysis are: description and
explanation of the internal cognitive structure and the dynamics of speaker and
listener; a study of the communicative and cognitive universals, the description of
language as a process of reproduction of the socially, culturally, and linguistically
meaningful to the typical mental models that reflect universal and special.

The development of the cognitive approach to the phenomena of language is

contributed to the consideration of linguistic forms as derivatives of
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conceptualization of the world of human consciousness, and their values — how
certain structures of knowledge, concepts, embodied linguistic signs. That is why the
study of discourse acquires new perspectives and is inevitably in the field of view of
scientists, because they are valuable material for studying the problems of
conceptualization, categorization, the development and functioning of language
consciousness.

A cognitive approach to the study of discourse is punctuated with ethnic and
linguoculturology approaches, which is aimed to identify the discourse ethnospecific
and cultural features of a particular national broadcasting, manifestations of a special
national mentality, world view and picture of the world. Linguoculturological
approach to the study of discourse allows to identify, to explore and to describe those
elements that determine national characteristics. Sociological approach implies the
study of discourse in terms of the perception of its individual layers of society.
Discourse i1s not purely linguistic structure and sociolinguistic. It needs to conform to
the norms of the speech situation, communicative situation and the social situation.
Discourse is a verbal reality, which has social coordinates. [Inmpuenko 2002, c. 99].

Discourse analysis as method, principle and self-discipline, open to other
branches of knowledge. Each approach undoubtedly contributes to the
comprehensive analysis, description and comprehension of the sociolinguistic
phenomenon of discourse, which is increasingly becoming interdisciplinary and
becoming the subject of the newest theoretical directions and scientific disciplines -

discourse theory and discourse analysis.
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